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| Establishment

The Central Preservation Library for
Government Publications was established in January
2001 through reorganizing the Reference Library
of the Public Records Office (PRO). Operated
under PRO, the Library acquires, preserves and
makes available for use selected valuable publications
and printed material of the Hong Kong SAR

Government,

The Library holds publications, reports, committee
papers, pamphlets, posters, maps, ctc., created by
government bureaux and departments from the 1840s
to the present day. Examples include an almost complete
run of Government Gazette, Blue Books, Sessional
Papers, Hansards of the Legislative Council, ordinances
and regulations, Hong Kong Annual Reports and
departmental reports for both the pre-war and post war

periods.

Morcover, there are historical photographs and
videotapes, out-of-print local newspapers and a variety
of books, directories, street indexes, journals and
unpublished works relating to Hong Kong. Some of

these fascinating holdings are donated by private sources.

Being an integral part of PRO, the collection of
the Central Preservation Library for Government
Publications well complements the rich and varied
archival records, and makes PRO the most important
resource centre of historical information on the

Government and the local community.

Members of the public are welcome to use the
collection and facilities of the Central Preservation Library
for Government Publications at PRO through applying
a reader's ticket and filling in a Library Material Request

Form.

As the Library is a special preservation library,
its collection is closed-stack for on-site inspection only.
Most of the library marerial, subject to some restrictions
and limitations, may be freely consulted. Research and

copying services are also available.

Our staff will assist as far as possible in the use
of the computer information systems and finding aids.
Because of the size and varieties of the holdings, it will
take us some time to fully automate all the materials for
electronic access. In the interim, PRO has embarked on
a program which will make most of the finding aids and
research tools for both the archival and library holdings
available online and via internet by phases from 2001
onward.

Rules

As high priority is assigned to preserve the library
collection as long as possible, users are requested to
handle the issued material with great care. Users may
use personal computers and pencils but not pens in the
Search Room. It is also possible to reserve material in

advance if the exact references are given.
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m For further information, please contact:

| The Central Preservation Library for
Government Publications
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