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Searching and requesting archival holdings 

 

Archival holdings are government documents and private records with archival value 

transferred to PRO by government departments and through private donations respectively.  

 

For example, by typing “Housing” in either the “Keyword(s) Search” field or “Title Search” 

field, you may search for materials relating to “Housing” in our holdings. 
 

 

 

 “Keyword(s) Search” covers titles, authors, creating/ transferring agency, extracts, themes 

and file reference of archival or library holdings; whereas “Title Search” covers titles only. 

Therefore, “Keywords Search” will return more hits in most cases. 
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Returns for “房屋” in “Keywords Search”： 

 

 

 

  Two major types of search results are returned: Archival items and Library items. 

The latter are holdings of the Central Preservation Library for Government Publications, 

such as monographs, photographs, serial and posters.  

 

Only 14 archival records are found！ 
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The first 5 archival records are not government records： 

 

 

 

  Government records bear reference numbers which are prefixed by “HKRS” (Hong Kong 

Records Series) while private records or manuscript donated to PRO are grouped under “HKMS” 

(Hong Kong Manuscript Series). Because majority of the government records only have English 

titles, we recommend users to locate them by English keywords in order to get more potentially 

relevant materials. 
 

Now search by the English keyword “Housing” and see if there is any difference. 

  

 

 

(2) Click “Search” 

button 

(1) Type Housing in 

“Keywords Search” 
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  Under “Material Type Search”, you may tick the box “All” to search all types of 

materials, or search for specific items (e.g. books and photographs). 

 

 
 

 

  To find out details about the 2,947 items and select items for borrowing, simply click 

the summary of records.（NB：This was the return as at 14.3.2017. The number is growing.） 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The search for “Housing” returns 

more hits than the search for “房

屋”！ 

Click here to see more records in the same series. 

 

The “Records Series” will be displayed at the top 

of the list. 
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 “Deposit” shows the number of times records in the same series transferred to PRO. 
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“Administrative/ Biographical History” tells you the history and functions of the records’ 

originating government department. “Scope and Content” gives a summary of the record series’ 

content. 

 

  

 

 

 “Physical Description” distinguishes the filing media, such as paper medium or microfilm. 
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 “File” is the basic unit in the record management system. It usually contains the records 

of the same subject or activities filed by the record creator. 

24 files were transferred. 

Click “deposit” to find out the 

number of files transferred. 
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 In general, government records are made available for public access 30 years after the 

records were closed. The Public Availability Status (PAS) will show them as “Open” if the 

records are closed for more than 30 years. 

  

 

 

 

 If a record is closed for less than 30 years, you may write to the PRO to apply for access to 

the file, stating the reason for making the request. We will forward your application together with 

the record to the creating or transferring department for consideration. 

 


