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PUBLIC NOTICE.

Cajtain William Caine, of Her Majesty’s 26th (or Camero-
nian) Regiment of Infantry, is appointed Chief Magistrate of
the lsland of Hongkong, pending Her Majesty’s further pleasure,
and all persons repairing thither are réquired to respect the
authority in him vested, agrceably to the annexed Warran

Cuarres Enuiom, ;
Her Mojesty’s Plenipotentiary, |
Charged with the government of the Island of Hongkong.

WARRANT. ‘7.

By Cnarres Evuior, esquire, Her Majesty’s
Plenipotentiary, &c., &c., charged with the
government. of the Island of Hongkong: |

Pending Her Majesty’s further pleasure,
[ 'do hereby constitute and appoint you,
William Caine, esquire, Captain in Her
Majesty’s 26th (or Cameronian) regiment of
Infantry, to be Chief Magistrate of the Is-

land of Hongkong; and I do further au-.

thorize and require you, to exercise authority,
according to the laws, customs and usages
of. China, as near as may be (every descrip-
tion of torture excepted), for the preservation
of the peace, and the protection of life and
property, over all the native inhabitants in
the said Island and the harbors thereof.
And'1 do further authorize and require

 you, in any case where the crime, according

to Chinese law, shall -involve - punishments
and penalties exceeding the following scale

' in severity, to remif the case for the judg-

ment of the Head of the
time being. il .
Scale: —Imprisonment, witl: or without hard
labor, for more than 3 months; or penal-
ties exceeding $400. et
Corporal punishment exceeding 100.lashes/
unishment. ik, .
]pdo further require you, in all cases

government for the

And

followed by sentence or infliction of punish-

ment, to keep a record, containing a brief

‘statement of the case, and copy of the| sen-
|

tence, . :
. P
‘And I further- authorize and require you,

1o exercise magisterial and police authority

: ‘ . ! AT [ u

over all persons whatever (other than natives
of the island, or persons subject to the mutiny
act, or to the general law for the government
of the fleet), who shall be found committing
breaches of the peace, on shore or in the har..
b0fs of ‘this island, or breaches of any regu-
lation to be issuéd from time.to time by this
ugages of British Police Law. '

And I do hereby authorize you,

government, according to the castoms and

for the po-

," - 1 r . 8 ¥ A o " 7.

lice purposes herein-before specified, to arrest,
detain, discharge, aund punish such offenders,
according to the principles and
general British Police Law.

And all persons, subject to the mutiny act,

or the general law for the government of the
fleet, found ‘committing police or other, of-
fences, shall be handed over to their proper
military superiors for punishment.

"N 11

And T do further authorize and require

you, to detain in safe custody any person
whatever, found committing crimes and of-
fences within the government of Hongkong,
amounting to felony, according to the law
oﬂpEngland; forthwith reporting your pro-

ceedings herein, and the grounds thereof, to *

practice of

the Head of the government for the -time =
being. And for all your lawful proceedings”
in the premises, this Warrant shall be your - " .

sufficient protection and authority.

Given under my hand and seal of office at,
Macao, this thirtieth day of April, in the year
1841. - Cuarres Evrvior.

PUBLIC NOTICE AND DECLARATION.

Ve +* The following notice is published for general information.

But the necessary particulars not having yet been obtained

regarding the portions of land already surveyed, the blanks 7, -,

relating to number and extent of allotments, and period of sale, .
cannot yet be filled up. : '

Arrangements: having' been made for the

permanent occupation of the island of Hong-
kong, it has become necessary to declare the
principles and conditions, upon which allot-
ments of land will be made, pending Her:
Majesty’s further pleasure. S T

With a view to the reservation to the

crown of as extensive a_ control over the .
lands as. may be compatible with the im- "
mediate progress of the -establishment, it is ~
now declared, that the number of allotments
to be disposed of, from time to time, will be

regulated with due regard to the actual public

‘wants, .

It will be a condition “of each. title, that
a building, of a certain value, hereafter to be
fixed, must be erected, within a reasonable

_period of time, on the allotments; and there

will be a general reservation of all Her Ma-
j.esg's rights, . ) _
. Pe

\

: nding “Her Majesty’s further pleasure,
the lands" will be allotted- according to the.

principles ‘and

-

practice of British law, upon
_t_he tenure qf' quit-rent to the crown. &
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- purchasing in freehold (if that tenure shall

~to the satisfaction of the land officer, and to
 take out titles, and have the same duly re-
. gistered.

_frontage of

* tion-on board the British merchant shipping, now at

' may concern.

. exist, to take instant and energetic measures {dr the restora-
‘tion of the peace and due subordination. b
. Reo. No. 2./ Fire arms in no case to be used on such occa-
~sions; except for the protection of life, till the Magistrate, or in’

_own sites, subject to the. approval of the

_course without permission of the government.
. 'Macao, 1st May, 1841. L '

ship, sending or making the signal for assistance (signals here-

t2
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Each allotment to be put up at public
auction, at a certain up-set rate of quit-rent,
and to be disposed of to the highest bidder.
But it is engaged, upon the part of Her Ma-
jesty’s government, that persons taking land
upon these terms shall have the privilege of

hereafter be offered by Her Majesty’s go-
verniment), or of continuing to hold upon the
original quit-rent, if that con’ditiox? be better:
liked. i

All arrangements with wpatives for the
cession of lands, in cultivation, or substan-
tially built upon, to be made only through an
officer deputed by the government of the is-
land ; and no title will be valid, and no occu-
pancy respected, unless the person claiming
shall hold under an instrument granted by the
government of the island, of whichiduc regis-
try must be made in the government office. .

It is distinctly. to be understood, that’

constables of police, shall have, audibly and ineffectually, uﬁ}
the following Proclamation (or words to the like effect) :

“Qur sovercign Lady the
“ here assembled, immédiately

Queen commands all” persoy
to disperse themselves, and 1,

“return penceably to the performance of their duties. Go
) .

“gave the Queen.'

Ree. No. 3. The Magistrate on the é:pot, after summar
inquiry on the occasion of any riot, may issue his Warrant fo,

the apprehension of any

Persons who shall appear ‘to him t

have scted as ringleaders, either leaving them for safe custod,
on board their own ships, or committing them to jail, as he may
judge best under’the circumstances.
Szcrion 2.
Of the offences cognizable by the magistrate,
and the penallies thereunto altuclhed.

Ree.
Mence.
1. Drunkenness with riot, either
on board a ship, or on shove.

No. 1.

Penalty.
I. Confinement, with, or wiil
out, hard labor, not exceeding
wo weeks,—or a penally nl

all natives, in the actual occupancy of lands,
in cultivation, or substantially built upon,
will be constrained to establish their rights,

In order to accelerate the establish-
ment, notice is hereby given that a sale of
town allotments, having a water

; yards, and running back

yards, will take place at Macao on
the instant, by which time, it is hoped,
plans, exhibiting the water front of the town,
will be prepared. il A

Persons purchasing town lots will be
entitled to purchase suburban or country
lots, of square acres each, and will be-
permitted, for the present, to choose their

government of the island. '
. No run of water to bediverted from its

CuarrLes Ervior.

RuLes anp RecuraTions ron THE BriTisy -
Mencnant SuipriNg,” e
T'he following Rules and Regulations for the preserva-
tion of the peace, and the maintenance of due subordina-

anchor or hereafter arsiving within the port of Hong-
kong, are published for the information of all whom- it

3 Secrron 1.
Of the functions of the magistrate, .

Ree. No. 1. To repair forthwith on board 'of any British

inafter specified), by reason of the riotous state of the crew,
and, if a state of actual violence or resistance to authority shall

his abscnce the commanding “officer of thie ship, or one of the

<G

exceeding 20 shillings, or liolh—
accarding to the particulargravily
of the offence, and its frequency.

2. Fither of the above penul.

2. Contempl of the authority
ties.

of the magistrate on any occa-
sion of inquiry.

3. Disobedience ol orders to
desist from riotous conducl, or
abusive and menacing langunge
tending 1o the disturbance of the
peace and of due subordination,

4, Riug!euders in riots, atten-
ed with violence townrds officers,
or resistance lo the magistrate,
or the cunstables of police, enga-
ged in the restoration of the
rlﬂﬂ(',ﬂ.

Rea. No. 2. A decision agninst a prisoner involving higher
penalties, or longer confinement, than those sct down in the st
and 2d specification, needs the the sanction of the Head of the
government, or in his absence of the Deputy superintendent,
and is therefore not to be pronounced by the Magistrate, till
that sanction has been received, the Prisoners remanded after
the closing of the evidence on the defence.

Ree. No 3. All other offences of & more aggravated nature,
or not specified above, to be reported to the Head of the govern-
ment by the Magistrate, and the prisoners to be left in confine.
ment according to the customs and usages of the sea service,
pending 1I'urther instructions under his hand ; or to be commit-
ted to jail, :

RE&I. No. 4. All prisoners to be maintained on the half
allowance of provisions (without apirits),. for which mainten-
ance, a sum of 9d per diem shall be paid, and charged against
their wages.

Ree. No. 5. If the prisoner shall have been confined on
board the ship to which he belongs, no charge shall be made
for his maintenance. =)

Rea. No. 6. Commanders of ships to which prisoners be.
long, under confinement according to these rules and regula-
tions, are at literty to hire laborers to supply their place,
charging the daily expense to the wages of the prisoners.

Ree. No. 7. In the case of prisoners not haviug wages
enough te meet the penaities they have incurred, the magistrute
may remit the same at the end of their confinement, and the
want of funds may not be made a ground for detention beyond
the period originally determined.

Ree. No. 8. Commanders of ships, wlo have been called

3. Confinement in the like man.
ner, not exceeding |4 days,—or
a penally, not exceed £2 [y;
or both according to the cir
cumslances.

4. Confinement in like mun-
ner, not exceeding one calendar
month,—or a Iwnalty not exceed.
ing £5—or both, according v
the circumstancue, . .

-upon to pay penalties out of seamen's wages, to be furnished

with a certificate by this government, '

Rea. No. 9. lgothing herein contained to be construed, to
prevent the commander/ of any ship from restraining his crew,
by such lawful means as he may see fit to use on his own res-
ponsibility, and without making application for police assistance.’

- SectioN 3.

Of the signals to be made by British ships, requiring assistance,
by reason of the riotous state of the crew,

Reo. No. 1, In the day time, ensign, union downwards, to

be hoisted wherever most conspicuous or convenient, and &

musket to be fired to draw attention,

In the night time, three or four lights in the after rigging, at
irregular heights, and firing of singlis muskets, to be repeated at
intervals till assistanca arrive,

2 15y - Secrron 4. '

Of the rate at which payments are to be made,
. 4 and the disposal of penalties. )

Rea. No, 1, All payment= aind penalties, made or incurred
under these rules and regu'ntions, to be at the rate of 3s, the
Spanish dollar. ; ' '

T NUSG o : bt Tt
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Rea. No. 20 All penaltics, levied agreenbly to these reguln.

lios, to be for the use of’ Her Majesty, n part payme

police expenses ol this government.

Seert

Of the manner in which scamen or ol

ox d.

British ships are lo seek redress,

{tga. No. 1. Any purson hav
1o procece respectfully to the comm

cars, and to request 1o be allowed 10 Tepair on shore to
of the magistrate ; and, failing redress by that means, to fore
government, in order that such

ward a letter to the head of the

present inquiry and remedy muy bn

"Given under my hand and seal of office at Mucao,
of our Lord one thousand eight
Cuarres ELnioT,
H. M. Plenipotentiary,
Charged with the government of the island of Hongkong.

teth day of April, in the year
hundred and forty-one. |

ut for the

hers on board

ing u complaint of ill usago
ander, or commanding ofli.

tlie office

had as the case demands.

this thir-

HONGKONG, MAY 1st, 1841.

|
=2

A gazette will be published, und

Government of this Island,
general orders that may fro

The sheet will be filled up
by the insertion of such stati

lic docurhents as shall be deemed va

|
er the authority of the

at half-monthly periods from
Whis date, with a view to afford greater publicity to the
m time to time be issued by
the officers of the British government.

when it is found necessary,

stical returns and other pub-

luable or interesting.

Translation of a memorial, from the minister, &c., Keshen,.

1o tho emperor.

Your majesty’s slave, Keshen,

and acting governor of the two

minister of the Inner Council,
Kwang,—kneeling presents this

respectful inemorial,—setting forth, how that the English fo-
reigners  have dispatched a person to Chekeiing province to
deliver back Tinghae,—how that they huve vestored

forts of Shakok and Thaikok, in

along with the vessels of war

of offense and defense, the qua

to us the

the province of Kwangtung,

and salt-junks which th? had
previously captured, all which have been duly received back,
—and how that the war ghips of these foreigners have alrendy
rotired to the outer waters :—all these facts, along
chservations upon the military position of the country, its means

position of its people, obscrvations resulting from
ivestigation,—he now lays before your imperial majesty, pray- |
ine that & sacred glance may be bestowed upon the same.

your majesty’s sovereign com-

“Previously to the receipt of

mands, your slave had, with a view

with his

lity of its soldiery, and the dis-

personal

to preserve the territory

and the Jives of the people, ventured,—rashly and forgetful of |
his ignorance,—to moke certain conditional concessions to the
Enghsh foreigners, promising that he would earnestly implore
in their behalf a gracious manifestation of imperial goodness.
Yet, having done this, he repeatedly laid before your iajesty the
for which he desired to Tedeive’

acknowledgment of his offense,

severe punishment. It was subsequently thereto,

on the 20th

of Januurr. 1841, that he rqceived, through the General Coun-

cil, the following imperial edict.

« Keshen has handed up to Us a report on the measures hé is

‘wiaking in regard to the Englis
wcondition of circumstances. A

h foreigners, under the present
s these foreigners have shown

« themselves 80 unreasonable that all our commands_ are lost
“upon them, it behoves us immediately to make of them a most
Orders have now been given
«that, with the utmost speed, there be furnished from the
wseveral provinces of Hoonan, Szechuen, and Kweichow, 4000
| “1roops, to repair without loss of time, to Canton, and there to
.«hold themeelves under orders for service. Let Keshen, availing
« himself of the assistance of Lin Tsiliseu, and Ting '[‘ingching.l
for the due furtherance of the
swobject in view, Andif these rebellious foreigners dare to
w“approach the shores of our rivers, let him adopt such measurcs
was circumstances shall point out for their extermination.”
Again, on the 26th of January, your majesty’s slave received
the following imperial edict, sent him direct from the cubinet:

wdreadful example of severity.

| utlake the necessary measures

w Keshen has presented a report regarding th

e measures he

“is pursuing sgainst the English foreigners :, which We have
wperuged and on the substance of which We are fully informed.
«[n conformity with our previous commands, let a large body of
“1roops be assombled, and let on awful displ}:‘i' of celestinl \rag-
| 8

wgeance be made. Whatever may be requ

for the

«wof such military operations, may be drawn cqually

* duties arising trom commerce,

)

and the revenues deriy

expens
from the
able from

Sl ol

ik e '

wihe land-tax, the drafls being made after due cousideration, atil
wq correct statement being drawn out of the expenditure.  1f
wthese united sources do not afford a sufficient amount, let it
«he so reported to us, and our further pleasure awaited."

\Vith respect, your slave, humbly, upon his linces, has hicarid
these commands.  He would remark, that, while he had indecd
made cortain conditionnl concessions to the DBnglish, these
ainounted to nothing more than that he would lay their case
before your majesty; and thus, in the article of trade, though
it was expressly suid, that they dosired the trade to be opened
within the firat dncade of the first month of this year (23d Jan.
to 1st Feb.), he still has not, up to this time, ventured to declare
it open. Yet have these forcigners, nevertheless, sent o Jetter,
in which they restore to us the forts Shakok and Taikok, alon
with all the vessels of war and the salt-junks which they ha
ipreviously captured ; and, at one and the same time, they have
dispatched a foreign officer by sea to Chekeing, tocause the
_withdrawal of their troops, and have given to your slave a foreign -
document which he has forwarded to Elepoo, at the rate of
600 e o day, by virtue whereof he may receive buck Tinghae ;
—conduet, this, which on their part shows a more meek and
compliant disposition than they liave evinced before. But alas!
your slave is a man of dull understanding and poor capacily,
and in his arrangement of these things, he has not had the
happiness to meet the sacred wishes of his sovereign. Trem-
bling from limb to limb, liow shall he find words to express himn-
{selft He humbly remembers that in his own person he has
received the imperial bounty. Nor is his conscience hardened.
How then should he, while engaged in the important work of
curbing these unruly forcigners, presuine to shrink from danger
or to court unlawful repose! So far from thus acting, he has,
from the moment he arrived in Canton until now, been harass-
ed by the perverse crafliness of these presuning foreigners,
who have shown themselves every way obstinate ard impractic-
able,—yea, till head has ached, and heart has rent, with pain,
and with the anxiety, ere even & morning meal, quickly to
exterminate these rebels. Had he but the smallest point where-
on to maintain his ground in contest with them, he would
immediately report it, and under the imperial auspiccs make
known to them the vengeance of heaven. But circumstances
are, alas! opposed to the wishes of his heart. . This condition ¢
of circumstances, he has repeatedly brought before the imperial

‘eye, ina sories of successive memorials,

Now, after that these said foreigners had dispatched a per-
gon to Chekeiing to restore Tinghae,—and had delivered up all
that had been captured by them in the provinee of {wangtung,
—after, too, their ships of war had all retired to the outer waters, -
—it so happened that Elliot solicited an interview : and as }mur
glave had not yet inspected the entrances of the port, and the
fortifications of the Bocen Tigris,—as also the troops ordered
from the several provinces had not yet arrived,—it did not seem
prudent to show anything that might cause suspicion on the
part of the foreigners, and so to bring on at once o commence-
ment of troubles and collision from their side. Therefore, the
occasion of visiting, for inspection, the Bocca Tigris, was taken
advantage of to grant an interview. :

Having left Canton for this purpose, on the 25th of January,
your slave had to pass by the Szetsze waters (the Reach from |
“First to Second Bar): and here he was met by Elliot, who
came in a steam.vessel, desiring that he might see him. His
retinue did not exceed a few tens of persons,—he brought with
him no ships of war—and his Janguage and demeanor upon
that ocension were most respectful. He presented a rough drafl

part having regard to the troublesome  minutiz of commerce ;
and he agreed, that, for the future, in any cases of the smug-
gling of opium, or of other contraband traffic or evasion of ™
duties, both ship and cargo should be confiscated. Among the
number of his proposals, were some highly objectionable, which -
were at the moment pointed out and refused,—upon which the
said foreigner begged that emendations should be offered and
consideved of. It has mow accordingly been granted him, that
_alterations and emendations* be made, ‘and when these shall be
detormined on and agreed to, the whole shall be presented for
your mujesty’s inspection.— Your slave then parted with Elliot.
He now found that the Szetsze waters were yet distant from
the Bocea Tigris about 60 le (or nearly 20 miles). Even there, .
the sea is vast and wide, with boisterous waves and forming
billows, lashed up into fury by ficrce winds.  Majestically
grand! How widely different the outer seas are from our inland
Tiver-waters !—Having changed his boat for a sca-going vessel,
your slave stood out for the Bocea Tigris: and, there arrived, he
r:}n.da a most careful inspection of every fort and battery in the
nce.
p Such Jforts as did not stand completely irolated in the midst

|.,‘of the sca, ho yet found to have channels, affording ready water -

Ay
b sk i BT ’ i &
\ +

! :

of several articles on which he desired to deliberate,—the major '
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communication, behind the hills on which they wer sitnated.
So that it were easy to go round and strictly blockide them ;
nor would it in that case bo even possible to introduce provis
sions for the garrigon. After this careful inspection of the
place,—the depth of water in the river, heginning here and pro.
ceeding all the way to the very city, was next asgertained ; nnd

the soundings, taken at high water, were found to be irregular, |

trom one chang (or two fathoms) and upwards, to three and
even four chang. Henee, then, it has become known to all, that
the reputation of the fortifications of the Bocea Tigris as a de-
fense, has been acquired,—firat, by the circumstance, that mer-
chant.vesscla require a somewhat greater depth of water; and
secondly, because that in ordinary times, when the foreigners
obscrve our lnws and restraints, they naturally do not venture
to avoid the forls by passing through circuitous courses. But
when they bring troops, to resist and oppose rather than to

obey, they may encnk in at every hole and corner, and are un-—
der no necessity of pussing by the forts, to enter the river, and"

o can easily proceed straight up to the proyincial metrapolis;
_For as soon us they mny have in any way got beyond the Boc-
*“ca Tigris, there are communications open to them in every di-

reclion. It is then clear, that we have no defenses worthy to';

be called such. This is in truth the local character of the coun.
try,—that there is no important
whole may be maintaincd. -

In reference to the guns monnted in the forts, their whola
number does not excecd some two hundred nnd odd, hardly

| "enongh to fortify the fronta alone, while the sides are altoge-
t ther urfurnished, Moreover, those guns that are in good order,

ready for use, are not. many. The original mode] has been bad,

. and they have been made without any due regard to prineiples

of construction i—thus the body of the gun is very large, while
the bore is very small: and the sea being at that placé ex-
tremely wide, the shot will not carry ahove hulf way. As
regards, then, their number, they are nol so many as are those
which the foreign’ ships carry, and in point of quality they nre
no less inferior lo those on board the forcign vessels. Again,
* the embrasures in which they are placed are as large as doors,
wide enough almost to allow people to puss inand out: from a
sustained fire from the enemy, they would afford no shelter at
all to our people ; and they may, then, at once be said, to be ut-

- terly ineffctive. . A founder of cannon has recently presented

. himself, who has alrcady given in a model, and is about to make
. some experimental picces of artillery, But, should he really
* succeed in casting good eannon, yet-can he only do so as a pre-

* paration for the future, and in no way can he be in time for the’

-~ business wa hnve now in hand. These are the proofs of the

4
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" thought and care of your majesty, in dispatching

inefficiency of our military armament, which is such that no’

.. reliance can be placed upon it. .

Further, with reference to the quality of “our troops: we find
that the onigv way to repel the foreignere is by fighting them at
sen, but to fight at scn it is necessary to have a good marire
force. Now, we have at present to acknnw]edgF the fore-

land forces
rom the several . provinces to Canton : but. these troops, before
they can meet the foreigners in battle, will require to embark in
ships of war and proceed to the outer waters. Though the
objection be not maintained, that, being unaccustomed to the

., stas and waves, they needs must meetl with disaster and over.

£l

‘throw; yet, secing that the conduct and management of the
vessels is a thing with which they are quite unacqusinted, the
servicea of Lhe naval force still cannot at all be dispensed
with. The recruits to the naval force of this province are,

“wr-i however, all supplied by its own sea-coast, by encouraged

AP I T

- enlistment ; and their quality is very irregular. Your slave
had heard a roport that, after the battle upon the 7th of Jann.
ury, sl these men went to their tetih (or commundor-in-chlol),
demnnding of him money, under threata that thoy wonld other-
wige imnedintely dishand.  The other duy, therefore, when on

. the spot, your slave made inquiries of the tetith on this matter,—

"+ +¢ when he answered, that the report was perfectly true, and that
't <" 7he, having no other remedy at hand, was obliged to pawn his

b

1.clothes and other things, by which means he was enabled to.
give euch of them a bonus of two dollars, and thus only could:
get them to remain until now at their posts. Hereby may be
suen, ina greal mensure, the character of the Canton soldicry.
And, supposing when we had joined buttle, just at the most eri-

o ¢ “tical moment, these marine forces were not to stand firm, the

4

consequences would be most disastrous. For although we should
have our veteran troops serving with them, yet these would have
no opportunity of bringing their skill into play. Still further,
our: s 1iﬂa o° war are not large and strong, and it is difficult to
mount heavy guns on board them. Dy these observations, it
is evident, that our-force here ns a guord and defense ageinst
the foreigners is utterly insufficient, ~' | R

A LisH 4 I,fl'.r

point of defunse by which the

. violent dispositions.

Your slave has also made personal observation of the char.
acter and disposition of the people of this province. Ho has
found them ungrateful and avoricious. Putting out of view
those who are nctunl traitors, and of whom, therefors, it is
unnecessary to say anything, the rest dwell indiscriminately
with foreigners, they are accustomed to sec them duy by day, -
and afler living many years together, the utmost intimacy hus
grpwn up between them. Thuy are widely different from- the
people of Tinghae, who, having had no previous intercourse
with foreigners, felt at once that they were of another race.
Let us reverse the circumstances, and suppose that the English
had craftily distributed their gifts and favors, and set al work
the whole machinery of their tricks, here as at Chusun: and it
might verily be feared, that the people whole would have been
seduced from their alleginnce ; they would certainly not have
shown the rame unbending Dl)Bl-iﬂDC?’ that the people of Ting-
hse did.. These plain evidences of the want of Yirmness on the
purt ofthe people here, give us still more enuse for anxiety. :

We find, on turning over the records of the past, that, when
operations wera being carried on against the pirates of this
province, although these were only so many thicves und rob.
bers, with native vessels and guns of native casting, yet the
affuir was lengthened out for several years ; and was only put
an end to by invitations to lay down their arms under promise
of security. And it is much tobe feared, that the ¢ wasp's
sting is far more poisonous ' now Lhan then, d

Your slave has again and again revolved the matter in his
anxious mind. The consequences, in so far us they relute to his
own person, are trifling: but as they regard the stability of the
government, ‘and the lives of the people, they are. vast und
extend to distant posterity. Should he incur guilt in giving
battle when unable to command a victory, or should he be
eriminal in making such arrangements as do not meel the
gracious approbation of his sovereign,—he must equally bear his
offense ; and, for his life, what is +, that he should be cared for
or pitied ! B

-

But if it be in not acting g0 as to meet the gracious approb. |
ation of -his sovgreign that he becomes guilty,—the province |

and the people have yet their sacred sovereign to look to and'
rely upon for happiness, protection, justice, and peace. Where-
as, if his guilt should lie in giving battle when unable to corn-
mand a victory, then will the celestial dignity of the throne be
gullied, the lives of the. people sacrificed, and for further pro.

ceedings and arrangemtnts it will be, in an inereased degree,” !

impossible to find resource.

Entertaining thesc views, o council has been held of &l the
officers in the city ; namely, the general and licutenant-generals
of the garrison, the licutenant-governor, the literary chancellor,
and the commissioners, intendants, prefects, and magistrates, as
also the late governors, Lin Tsihseu and Tidng Tingching; all
of whom agree, that our defenses are such as it is impossible to
trust to, and that our troops would not hold their ground on the,
field of battle. Moreover, the troops ordered from thie different
provinces by your majrsty having yet a long journey to comme,
time' is still necessary for their arrival ; nor can they all arrive
together. The assemblage of a large body of troops, too, is a
thing not to be effected without sundry Tumors flying about,
—our_ native traitors are sure to give information; and the
said foreigners will previously let loose their contumacious énd
Your slave is so worried by " grief an
vexation, that he loathes his food, and sleep has forsaken his’

cyclids. But, for the ahove-cited reasons, he dees not ghrink
from the heavy responsibility he is incurring, in submitting all
these facts, the results of personal investigation, to yeur celes-
tinl majesty. And, at the sume time he presents for perusal the
letter of the snid foreigners, wheroin they make the various
restorntions beforo ewmmerated, 1o Iunnﬁl_v hopes hiv snered
sovereign will with pity lool down wpon the blaelklnived fock—
his people,—and will be graciously pleased to grant favors
beyond measure, by acceding to the requests now mode. Thus
shall we be spared the calnmity of having gur people and land’
burned to ashes, and thus shall we lny the foundation of vietory,
by binding end curbing the foreignera now, while preparing 1o
have the power of cutting them off nt some future period.

It is humbly Loped that your sncred mnjesty will condescend
to inquire regarding the mecting in council; und state of cir-
cumstances, here reported. And your slave bogs, that a minister
of eminence may be specially dispatched hither, to re-investigate
matters.  Your slave hos been actuated entirely by a regard to
‘the safety of the land, and the people. He is not swayed by
the smallest particle of fear. And still loss dare he use faise,
pretexts, or glozing statements, For.the renl purposes herein,
declared, he humbly makes this roport (which he forwards by,
express at the rate of GU0 le a dry),—in the hope that it may
.be honored with 4 gacred glance..—A most respectful memorisl.
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