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Introduction

The Central Preservation Library for Government Publications,
an important part of the Public Records Office of the Government
Records Service, was established in January 2001. It is the
designated library for preserving selected government publications
and materials. It also acquires materials relating to Hong Kong from
other sources. With a collection focus on the history and
development of Hong Kong, the Library aims to promote
understanding and preservation of Hong Kong's documentary
heritage.

This exhibition showcases the wealth and diversity of the collections
of the Central Preservation Library for Government Publications that
are growing continuously. Works on different subjects from different
periods are displayed to reflect the extent of the holdings and invite
visitors to consult these interesting historical resources at the
Public Records Office.
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THE BOUNDLESS COLLECTION

The Central Preservation Library for Government Publications holds books, reports, committee
papers, pamphlets, posters, maps, etc., of government bureaux and departments from the
1840s. It also collects monographs, journals, newspapers and printed materials relating to
Hong Kong to facilitate research and studies.

Examples of the earliest government publications include almost a complete run of the original
Government Gazettes and Supplements from the 1840s, Hong Kong Ordinances, Blue Books
(1844-1940), Civil Service Lists (from1920), Administrative Reports (1879-1939), Hong Kong
Estimate of Revenue and Expenditure (from 1860) and selected departmental reports and
street indexes. Early Sessional Papers (1884-1949) and Hansards (from 1892) of the Legislative
Council also form part of our holdings.
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Hong Kong Blue Book for the Year 1871. According to it,
the annual salaries of Governor Richard MacDonnell and
Colonial Secretary John Austin were at £5,000 and £1,500
respectively whereas a messenger earned from £17 to £20.
The Blue Book presents detailed statistical information on
different aspects of Hong Kong such as government
establishment, population, education, import and export, land,

hospitals, charitable and religious institutions, and criminal
statistics.
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[Exhibit No. 11 The Hong Kong Gazette, Vol. 1, No.1 was published
on 1 May 1841. It was combined with the English Newspaper, The
Friend of China in 1842 with the first issue appeared on 24 March
1842. It became an independent publication in 1853.
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[Exhibit No.2] Sessional Papers, Hong Kong, 1904 showing the
chart of weekly rats and human plague. Sessional Papers are papers
laid before the Legislative Council. Bubonic plague transmitted by
rats broke out in Hong Kong in 1894. At its height, over 100 deaths
were recorded everyday. The plague presented serious problems to
Hong Kong in the following few decades.
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Plague patients in a temporary hospital,
Kennedy Town, 1894.
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e Historical and Statistical Abstract of the Colony of Hong

e e Kong, 1841-1930. Printed by the Government in 1932, the

Tt s ot e Abstract set out the principal events and important

::l'_':;;_"t information on trade and industries, public works and

S e legislation as well as statistical data in each year.

| (Frou 1900 to 1909,)

| iT'I:I'T-I'lE H'}r F--":P'ﬂ"'“l-itnl'llu Revonue. Pﬂmm“-p T I 8 L W St —" —
Yaar lofF Chazase———— " ———————— -l of Tevenme " i
1'!:!". i i I | . i to Eox= 1 r = ; .-l-:h;.- hhhhh
with, | Total, Inerease, | Decrease, *Foial, Inercnsn, | Decrense. penditure. Loditago | bra o 1 o ey
I g
3 o 2 e 2 c 2 e §oow £ = 2 I«
1900, wovreierenesl G646 | 57,091.55 | 4,948.44 40,234.91 | 3,172.96 7047 H -
100, oo, TGS | BZITO.08 | 508754 | ... 39.904,72 380,19 . 64117 |
1902, cooviinnnnns] 1,070 | T0,617.65 | 8,435.56 30,275.42 S520.90 | 42HT . iy e o e )
1903, voovvennnnns] 968 | 75,544.52 | 4,908.47 41,T56.63 | 148341 |- .. 5627 ' |
1904, «ovvinmneeed] 1038 | 58.681.05 16,563.49 | 49,108.37 | 7,349.54 HiE6E B i W
1905, cosnnrenenesl 1,166 | 6671172 | 8,080,690 G1,954.69 | 12,576.52 e | Ge01 ; i I;Eﬂjff‘igff
106, weernennnens] 1,080 | 80.687.23 | 295551 52 904,11 o0R0GE | 7593 i - [“ddddekisd
1907, wovcomeren] 1,081 | 69,599,75 e 1 Tha8 ] 5613678 | 328267 v | HOED 1| gl PeaneE
1908, voveneean| 1,004 | 87,270.40 | 17,677.65 | .. 46,5092 80 9,563.95 5538 ABaE T
1009, .ooivienieas| 1,080 | B9,555.52 | 2,945.12 45,881.55 ST TV ! o | I
i (o S e A RS I et = el | faseinis |

2 (1909 F 4T B E) W RTHANHIF] > EFELELETNRE - EI19I3FUA > BELE
RAREALEHNGABATA - (FTBRE) RETEELRFFIGFETH > TURAKRT
B BURE 3R ©

Administrative Reports for the Year 1909 include, among others, the Report of the Registrar
General. The latter was the senior official who took responsibilities of the Chinese community until
1913. The Administrative Reports offer comprehensive information on various government
departments. They could be seen as the earliest annual reports of the Government.
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UNIQUE GOVERNMENT AND OFFICIAL REPORTS

The Central Preservation Library for Government Publications has preserved a wide range of
original government and official reports on major policies and issues produced by various
government bureaux, departments, public offices and boards of inquiries and committees.
Some are published materials and others are meant for internal reference. They are a treasure
of unique and important historical resources for understanding the working of government
administration and major events and issues of the colonial past.
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[Exhibit No. 4] Mr. Chadwick’s Reports on the Sanitary
Condition of Hong Kong with Appendices and Plans, 1882
present a detailed study of the early sanitary condition of Hong
Kong with suggestions for improvement and rectification of
defects.
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Photograph showing Mr. Stewart Lockhart
fixing the first boundary of the leased New

Territories with the Chinese Commissioner
Wang Tsun-shan in March 1899.
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Photograph  showing  Governor  Blake
explaining to the gentry and elders of the New
Territories community at Ping Shan on 4
August 1899 about how the leased New
Territories would be governed. Mr. Lockhart
was on the left of the Governor.
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FHBEESHAEESELES  AFHFFREEMEERIER - [Exhibit No. 6] Report on the New Territory at Hong Kong, 1900
submitted by Governor H. A. Blake to the Secretary of State for the
| [Exhibit No. 5] “Extracts from A Report by Mr. Stewart Lockhart Colonies, J. Chamberlain.

! on the Extension of the Colony of Hong Kong”, 1898 from the
Sessional Papers, Hong Kong, 1899. It describes the condition of

| the New Territories, which the Chinese Government transferred on

| lease to Britain in June 1898. The Report was written by
Mr. J. H. Stewart Lockhart, who was temporarily relieved of his
duties as Colonial Secretary and Registrar General and sent on a
fact-finding tour of the New Territories.
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Photograph of Kowloon-Canton Railway
showing the opening of the British

Section of the Railway in Lo Wu on 1
October 1910.
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Kowloon-Canton Railway (British Section) Report, Scheme and Estimate for Re-siting
Kowloon Terminal Station, 1958 showing the proposed plan of the new terminal.
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[Exhibit No. 7] Confidential Hong Kong Correspondence,
15 December, 1903 to 27 February, 1907 relating to the
Proposed Canton-Kowloon Railway.
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[Exhibit No. 8] Report on Census of the Colony of Hong Kong,
1941 by the Hong Kong Air Raid Wardens. It is the only
government census available giving statistical data right before
the Second World War. It was estimated that the total population of
the colony then was 1,639,337,
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[ORRUPTION

DIAL 5-266366

ALL INFORIMATION WILL BE TREATED 1IN THE STRICTEST (ONFIDENCE
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Poster of Independent Commission Against Corruption:
“Report Corruption™, 1975
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[Exhibit No. 11] Hong Kong as a Convention, Trade Fair &
Exhibition Centre: A Feasibility Study, 1965. This study report
identified the demand for such facilities in Hong Kong some 40
years ago.
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[Exhibit No. 13] Reports of the Standing Committee and the
Advisory Committee on Corruption, 1960-1961. It was stated
that “Corruption is too deep-rooted in the Hong Kong Society”
and “it will be necessary to maintain a sustained campaign
against all aspects of corruption.”

HONG KONG
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[Exhibit No. 12] First Report of the Commission of Inquiry under
Sir Alastair Blair-Kerr, 1973. As reported, Peter Godber, Deputy
Police Commander, Kowloon, owned some HKS$4 million, which
was more than 6 times the salaries he earned in his entire career
with the Government. Whilst under investigation, Peter Godber
managed to slip out of Hong Kong on 8 June 1973. Amidst the
public outcry against corruption by civil servants, the Independent
Commission Against Corruption was established in February 1974.
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| RECENT MATERIALS

The majority of the Central Preservation Library for Government Publications’ holdings are more
current materials from the post war period to the present. For example, the Central Preservation
Library for Government Publications has a complete collection of the Hong Kong Annual Report,
which first appeared in 1946. It was presented as a combined report of the Government providing
official information and updated statistics on the history and public administration of Hong Kong. It
is still published every year by the Information Services Department.

There is also a large collection of departmental reports, studies and publications explaining the
programmes and services of different government departments as well as reports and promotional
pamphlets for district administration.
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[Exhibit No. 14] Annual Report on Hong Kong for the Year 1946
was the first issue of the Report. It mentioned that as early as 1943,
a planning unit under the War Office of the United Kingdom was
working on a plan to resume British rule in Hong Kong. Life right
after the War as recorded was difficult with wages and food price
increasing sharply.
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Poster of the Correctional Services Department: “Help Rehabilitate
through Education, Discipline and Care”, 2000s
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[Exhibit No. 16] Hong Kong Prison Rules, 1946. According to
these Rules, a European prisoner with a 2 year-sentence or above
would be given an additional 8 oz of chicken for dinner on Sunday
in the first 3 months of imprisonment.
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[Exhibit No. 17] Prisons Department Annual Report for
1946-1947 showing 10 executions by hanging and 188 cases of
corporeal punishment at the time. Corporeal punishment and
capital punishment were officially abolished in 1991 and 1993
respectively.
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Poster of the Fire Services Department:
“Prevention of Fire: To Ensure Safety of Life
and Property”, 1961
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The Problem of Chinese Refugees in Hong Kong,
Report Submitted to the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees, 1955. It reported a Number of persom*!
huge influx of Chinese refugees to Hong Kong i e 1111|4100 GO0 | K00 | 3000 80000 51500 130
amounting to 885,000 between 1945 and 1954, . Cnknown L0+
which resulted in acute shortage of accommodation. s
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[Exhibit No. 18] Annual Report of the Hong Kong Housing
Authority, 1954-1955 showing the crowded living conditions.
The Housing Authority was established in April 1954 with the
enactment of the Housing Ordinance. It was to resolve housing
problems in Hong Kong by providing flats of a good basic
standard and at a low rent.
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[Exhibit No. 19] The Hong Kong Housing Society, Annual Report
1955 showing the internal and external sites of Sheung Li Uk
Estate, the first public housing estate in Hong Kong built in 1952 by
the Society. Precursor of the Housing Society started to operate in
1948 with funds from London. The Housing Society was
incorporated by ordinance in 1951 and financed by government
loans in providing housing schemes for low salaried workers.
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Poster: “Your Urban Council at Work™, 1970
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White Paper

District Administration
in Hong Kong

.
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White Paper: District Administration in Hong Kong, 1981 —
7 January 1981 setting out Government’s intention to establish District Boards
y W%, | | and hold elections for them.
[Bm20] RE(FENEZREERIL - IBERENER) [Baa22] 197V FEHN (HMBERRESE - TERMBERED
(1963%F) ' ERF—ESTMEFARNEEB195F2107T - BEBBATVSHERVNENMERUAESHNRER
AT M —ERRE - [Exhibit No. 22] White Paper on the Future Organization, Work
[Exhibit No. 20] Conditions and Cost of Living in Hong Kong: A and Finance of the Urban Council, 1971 proposed to increase
Guide for Overseas Residents, 1963. The price for a summer suit efficiency and encourage community spirit and a sense of
for men then was between $195 and $210, almost as high as the belonging through public participation.

monthly salary of an amah.
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HAVE A SAY
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JUST FILL IN A FORM

| ~ Register as an elector.
Get a form from City District Offices and
N.T. District Offices or MTR Stations

R ABTAVEEMAEENITH) (1980F K)
Poster: “Have A Say In Running Your District”, 1980s
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[Exhibit No. 23] The City District Officer Scheme, Report by the
Secretary for Chinese Affairs, 1969. It was a progress report

assessing the scheme, which was first announced on 24 January P i D S
1968. The picture on the top shows the opening of the Eastern City e i
District Office by the Governor. e e e
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